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GOODMAN, Board Judge.

The Department of Agriculture has requested an advance decision from this Board
as to whether claimant, an agency employee, may be authorized to ship her privately-owned
vehicle (POV) in connection with her permanent change of station (PCS) move. The agency
states that agency relocation policy authorizes qualified employees to ship one POV in
connection with their transfer to their new duty station. However, claimant was not
authorized to ship her POV because the distance between her old and new duty stations is
only 570 miles.

The relevant provision of the Federal Travel Regulation, 41 CFR 302-9.301 (2011),
states that the agency will authorize transportation of a POV within the Continental United
States only when the distance that the POV is to be shipped is 600 miles or more. The
agency’s request states that the agency “would like an advance decision from the Board if
[the agency] could round-up the mileage restriction to allow the shipment of her POV.”

By asking if the agency could “round-up the mileage restriction,” the agency appears
to be asking if it could authorize shipping the POV, since the distance between the
employee’s old and new duty stations is less than the 600 mile minimum specified in the
regulation.
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Decision

Because the distance between the employee’s old and new duty stations is less than
the minimum distance specified in the regulation, the employee is not entitled to
reimbursement of costs for shipping her POV. There is no provision in law or regulation
that allows an agency to create entitlement in these circumstances.

ALLAN H. GOODMAN
Board Judge



